* The People of Ad:

The Cushites were the first inhabitants
of Arabia, i.e. the ancient Arabs are
known in the national traditions by the
name of Adites, from their progenitor,
who is called Ad, the grandson of
Ham* via Amalec*? or possibly Adah.
“The old race of Cushites, consisted
originally of 12 tribes with the
following designation: Ad, Thamud,
Tasm, Djadis, Amlik, Oum, Ayim, Abil,
Djourhoum, Wabar, Jasm, Anten, and
Hashen. **” The Omani epic Kashf al-
Gumma (The End of Doubt) refers to a

g Ppeople of Ad in Dhofar and describes

People of Ad: Iram would seem to have been an ancient 'Ad capital,

in southern Arabia. It boasted of lofty architecture ("lofty pillars”).
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Medieval Arab genealogists divided
Arabs into three groups:

«"“Ancient Arabs", tribes that had
vanished or been destroyed, such as
'Ad “° and Thamud, often mentioned in
the Qur'an as examples of God's
power to destroy wicked peoples,
(although remnants of their people
survive today like the Mahra people).
The Adites were destroyed by a
storm, according to the Quran and
they were succeeded by the people of
Thamud.

«"Pure Arabs" of South Arabia,

descending from Qahtan. The Qahtanites (Qahtanis) are said to have migrated to
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